
 
General Information on Programmatic Agreements 
 
Q: What is the Programmatic Agreement?  
A: The Programmatic Agreement (PA) is a document that outlines standardized procedures to complete 
the Section 106 process in a way that mutually benefits the agency and its partners. PAs provide many 
benefits such as: specifying roles and responsibilities of those involved in the Section 106 process; 
standardizing coordination and compliance procedures; facilitating the development of greater trust and 
transparency and allowing staff and resources to be focused on highest need projects.  
 
Q: What is Section 106? 
A: Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires all federal agencies to consider 
effects on historic properties by any undertakings that they carry out, assist, fund, permit, license, or 
approve through their agency. It ensures that preservation values are factored into federal agency 
planning and decisions.  
 
Q: Is this the first Programmatic Agreement used by MaineDOT and participating agencies?  
A: No. The existing Programmatic Agreement was developed in 2004 and signed by the MaineDOT, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Transit 
Administration, and the Maine State Historic Preservation Officer. A renewal process was necessary due 
to the passage of time since the existing Programmatic Agreement was developed. 
 
Q: What agencies are involved in the renewal process?  
A: The MaineDOT, the Federal Highway Administration, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, the Maine State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Federal Railroad 
Administration. 
 
Q: How will the Programmatic Agreement be used by the MaineDOT?  
A: The Programmatic Agreement outlines steps MaineDOT must take when consulting with other 
participating agencies and the public on  potential effects to historic properties. The programmatic only 
applies to projects where MaineDOT has received federal funding or there is a federal approval action.  
 
Q: What are the major components of the Programmatic Agreement?  
A:  

• Provides general guidance on standard project review 
• Provides standards for participating agency responsibilities  
• Provides standards for consultation with consulting parties and the public 
• Provides guidance on emergency situations, post-review discoveries, and identification and 

treatment of human remains  
• Expedites the approval process for minor projects which have minimal potential to affect 

historic properties 
 

If you wish to comment on the draft Section 106 PA for Maine Transportation Projects, please submit 
them to eva.birk@dot.gov by Thursday, December 16th.  

 

https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties/section-106-process/introduction-section-106
https://www.maine.gov/mdot/env/documents/Section106ProgrammaticAgreement.pdf
mailto:eva.birk@dot.gov

